Agenda Item No. 9 April 20, 1990

State Minimum Core Required for Baccalaureate Degrees

Act 98 of 1989 (Arkansas Code 6-61-218) provides that the State Board of Higher Education “shall
establish in consultation with the colleges and universities a minimum core of courses which shall
apply toward the general education core curriculum requirements for baccalaureate degrees at
state supported institutions of higher education and which shall be fully transferable between state
institutions.” The term “State Minimum Core” will be used to describe the core identified for
purposes of this legislation.

The following list of courses, with accompanying specifications, are proposed to implement this
legislation:

State Minimum Core

English/Communication

English Composition 6
Speech Communication 0-3

Math 3* College algebra or course as sophisticated as
College algebra
*Institutions may require students majoring in math,
engineering, science, and business to take higher
math as part of the State Minimum Core.

Science 8**  Science courses must include laboratories.
**|nstitutions may require students majoring in math,
engineering, science, education, and health related
professions to take higher or specific science
courses as a part of the State Minimum Core.

Fine Arts/Humanities 6-9*** Must be broad survey course (S)

Social Sciences

US History
Government 3
Other Social Science 6-9*** ***|nstitutions may require students majoring in

engineering to take either six hours of humanities
and social sciences at the junior/senior level or
substitute an additional six hours of higher math
and/or additional science as part of the State
Minimum Core.

TOTAL 35
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State Minimum Core Required for Baccalaureate Degrees
General Provisions

1. Within the framework of the State Minimum Core specified on the previous
page, each state institution shall propose 35 semester --credit hours from its
institutional general education core to be recognized for purposes of this
legislation. The total general education degree requirements at each institution
may exceed the State Minimum Core requirements.

2. Each state institution shall present its proposed State Minimum Core for
consideration by the State Board of Higher Education for recognition under this
legislation. Institutions may present proposed changes in their State Minimum
Core to the State Board as necessary.

3. Each state institution shall accept for transfer and apply toward requirements
for any baccalaureate degree such parts of any other state institution’s State
Minimum Core as shall be presented by transfer students. If a student transfers
to an institution which has total general education degree requirements that
exceed the State Minimum Core, after recognizing all courses presented from the
sending institution’s State Minimum Core, the receiving institution may determine
which additional general education courses are required to make up the
difference between the State Minimum core courses presented and the
institution’s total general education degree requirements.

4. Students should be aware that score requirements for credit by examination
on such tests as CLEP or Advanced Placement vary among institutions and
that institutions to which they transfer may have different requirements than
the requirements of the institution previously attended. Institutions are
requested to show on their transcripts the test scores utilized for awarding
credit by examination.

5. Frequently, courses with a grade of D do not transfer, and students should be
aware that institutional policies regarding the transfer of courses within D grades
may vary.

6. In math and science, higher courses than those required will be accepted for the
purposes of the State Minimum Core.

7. A receiving institution may be more lenient in accepting credit at its own election;
however, the policies regarding the State Minimum Core do not obligate the
receiving institution beyond the stated courses and provisions.

8. A student who has enrolled under more than one State Minimum Core may
select that core which is to be transferred to the receiving institution.
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Other Transfer Agreements

Students should be aware that there are other transfer agreements which involve
specific institutions and groups of institutions and which provide for transfer of greater
numbers of semester credit hours that are included in the State Minimum Core.
There are voluntary core curriculum transfer agreements which include several
institutions of higher education in instances such as baccalaureate liberal arts and
elementary education degrees. There are also a number of transfer agreements
between two institutions in specific fields such as engineering or agriculture.



